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The CWB Alignment "; |

The existing Connaught Road Central/ Harcourt Road/ Gloucester
Road corridor is currently operating beyond capacity, resulting
in frequent traffic congestion. The Central-Wan Chai Bypass and
Island Eastern Corridor Link (CWB) aims to relieve the existing traffic
congestion and to cater for anticipated traffic growth.

The CWB Alignment

The CWB will be a 4.5km long dual three lane trunk road consisting
of a 3.7km tunnel section connecting the existing Rumsey Street
Flyover at Central to the Island Eastern Corridor at North Point.
It will pass underneath the Central reclamation area, the Hong
Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre, the ex-Wan Chai Public
Cargo Working Area, the portal of Cross Harbour Tunnel and the
Causeway Bay Typhoon Shelter, before connecting to the Island
Eastern Corridor by a viaduct.

Major Works

The construction of the CWB commenced in end 2009. Major
works include:

< Construction of road tunnels, viaducts and associated slip
roads; and

< Ancillary works including noise barriers, noise semi-enclosures,
drainage and landscaping works.

To-date, works at Central, Causeway Bay Typhoon Shelter and
North Point has commenced. Construction of Slip Road 8, the
administration and ventilation buildings as well as traffic control
and surveillance system, ventilation and lighting facilities is in the
pipeline for commencement in the next one to two years. The CWB
is anticipated to be commissioned in 2017.

Benefits

v" Upon commissioning of the CWB in 2017, it is anticipated to
take about five minutes to travel between Central and Island
Eastern Corridor at North Point. Traffic flow between eastern
and western Hong Kong Island will be significantly eased;

v' Approximately 600m long noise barriers and 730m long noise
semi-enclosures will be erected at the reconstructed North
Point section of Island Eastern Corridor to abate the traffic
noise impact on nearby residents;
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v Additional land will be formed for future construction of waterfront
promenade;

v' The project will enhance greening of urban environment; and

v' The project during its construction period can provide 6,400
job opportunities.

Public Engagement

In the planning stage, we consulted the Legislative Council, the then
Harbour-front Enhancement Committee and the four District Councils
of Hong Kong Island. We also conducted a series of public forums
and expert panels to build up public consensus on the CWB project.

Following commencement of CWB works at end 2009, we have
focused on strengthening communications with the public. Through
various channels, the public can have ready access to the project
progress. For example, we have set up a dedicated website and
Community Liaison Groups; distributed newsletters regularly; held
briefing sessions for individual housing estates; organised group site
visits and roving exhibitions. In addition to the Community Liaison
Centre (CLC) at Oil Street, North Point, the CLC at Central has been
put into operation in March 2011 with a view to further strengthening
our linkage with the public.

Construction Cost

The estimated cost of the project is about HKD$28 billion in money-
of-the-day (MOD).

June 2011



